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· Home to more than 90 fish species. 12 Federally listed species of fish and mussels.  

· Historically, 42 species of freshwater mussels, 25 species still exist. Estimated that only 1% of original population remains. 

· Category 1 priority watershed in the state’s Unified Watershed Assessment. 
· 18 miles of the river and 54 miles of the tributaries are on Georgia’s List of Impaired Waters for fecal, metal, toxic chemical, sediment, and nutrients. 

· Most sensitive species are downstream from the national forests, characterized by slower gradients, lower elevation, limestone geology, and thicker streambed substrates than the headwaters.

· One-third of the summer flow taken in vicinity of Dalton, Ga., for carpet production.

Conasauga River Alliance - Small Community-Based, Citizen-Led Coalition Improving the Conasauga River Watershed

· Conasauga River Alliance formed in 1995 after a $200,000 USDA Ecosystem-based Assistance Study.

· The Nature Conservancy and other grants fund the Alliance staff. 
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Approximately $700,000 spent by partners other than the Forest Service in the watershed in past 4 years. 

· Alliance consists of more than 30 agencies and private organizations including Univ. of Tennessee, Univ. of Georgia, DOW Chemical, Trout Unlimited, Conservation Fisheries Inc., Auburn Univ., Southeastern Aquatic Institute, SAFC, Tennessee Aquarium, National Wild Turkey Federation, Appalachian Sportsmen's Club, Pacific Rivers Council, The Nature Conservancy, Georgia Forest Watch, NRCS, EPA, USFWS. 

Many Conservation Education Opportunities

· Cherokee NF hosts a unique Watchable Wildlife Site, Snorkeling the Conasauga River, and is using the site for message delivery.
· External groups are using the river as a platform to distribute their messages about the Forest Service and about aquatic resources.

· Funding needed for snorkel site interpreters, quality teaching aids, and other tools.

· The alliance and the Forest Service are providing teacher workshops and student field trips.  
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The alliance and area school systems are planning to construct a  Conservation Education Center in the Conasauga River watershed.
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ALLIANCE PROJECT ANNUAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS


FY 1997
FY 1998
FY 1999
FY2000

Acres Planned for Vegetation Improvements
750
200
1,200
1,400

Dead Chicken Composters Installed
3
0
4
4

Chicken-Litter Storage Facilities Installed
1
5
1
3

Livestock Stream Exclusions
0
5
1
3

Wet-Weather Stock-Feeding Stations 
0
2
0
1

Rotation Grazing Systems Acres
250
0
500
250

Acres of Hardwood Forest Reestablished
0
0
150
50

Wastewater Lagoon/Nutrient Spray
0
1
1
0

National Forest Upper Watershed Assessment

x
x


Riparian Campsites Rehabilitated


10
4

Removed Dump-Truck Loads of Trash
3
4
4
5

Riverbank Miles Established in Buffer
1
16
5
3

Conservation Workshops for Teachers
1
2
2
4

Educational Brochures Distributed
5,000
10,000
4,000
4,000

Miles of Forest Road Sediment Disconnection


5
6

Number of Forest Roads Decommissioned
3
4
1
0

Horse Trail Excluded from Miles of T&E Habitat


1


    Priorities

· Provide a Business Plan for the Conasauga River Alliance that describes the 
business of watershed restoration by the partners in the watershed. 

· Build and maintain relationships that improve watershed quality on private and national forest land.

· Establish new partnerships with diverse private, nonprofit organizations and other agencies to improve watershed quality on private and national forest land.

· Complete mapping of the Ecological Classification Units on National Forest land within the watershed in association with the Southern Research Station’s Bent Creek Lab.  Develop a first approximation to the land type phase level.  Develop ecosystem restoration projects that are appropriate within these units.

· Assist the LMP revision process to refine descriptions of the desired future conditions of the watershed through the assistance of FS Research, ecological land classification systems, GIS imagery, public involvement, etc.

· Establish rigorous monitoring and evaluation studies of critical management issues with Southern Research Station’s Coweeta Hydrologic Research Lab; e.g. “Ecosystem Responses to Stand Restoration Burning in Oak/Pine Forest Types in the Conasauga River Watershed.”

· Assist the Conasauga River Alliance in hosting conservation education Field Days, which demonstrate and showcase stewardship on private and national forest land to diverse groups such as teachers, landowners, farmers, recreationists, etc.

· Evaluate sediment sources from the road systems in the upper watershed. Rate those sites according to their relative threats to aquatic systems and prescribe restorative treatments. 

· Rehabilitate, reengineer, or close problem roads and trails to disconnect sediment from streams.

· Strengthen agency environmental education programs in the watershed. 

· Develop new outreach methods to communicate critical messages of resource stewardship on national forest and private lands.

· Assist the Conasauga River Alliance in obtaining funds for watershed restoration on private land. 

· Inventory the Conasauga River physical habitat with Southern Research Station’s Center for Aquatic Technology Transfer.

· Integrate National Forest System and State and Private programs into the watershed so that private landowners, schools, and other eligible groups have access to grants and assistance for rural economic development, environmental education, resource improvements, etc. 

· Complete work started along the Jacks/Conasauga River banks to rehabilitate eroded stream-bank areas and improve the dispersed campsites. 

· Analyze wilderness and dispersed recreation uses. Plan rehabilitation and management changes needed for resource stewardship. 
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FY2000 Funding


Total Funding = $911,000





Contact Info: Rick Guffey, Conasauga River Alliance, Project Manager, (706) 695-3950; Kent Evans, Project Coordinator, Cherokee and Chattahoochee National Forests, � HYPERLINK "mailto:kevans@fs.fed.us" ��kevans@fs.fed.us� (706)-632-3031








MISSION


To promote and coordinate efforts between private citizens and government agencies to maintain and improve the quality of the Conasauga River watershed while protecting landowner rights.
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